The H. Evan Runner International Academy for Cultural Leadership is a two-week Christian worldview and cultural
apologetics training program, led and hosted by the Ezra Institute, in collaboration with truthXchange and the
Center for Cultural Leadership. The Runner Academy seeks to equip a new generation to understand their own
lives and cultural moment through the lens of God’s Word-revelation in scripture and creation. Delegates will develop a rich theological and philosophical understanding regarding the manifold scope of the Word and kingdom of
God and their implications for every aspect of life. Delegates will also gain a clear grasp of their calling as God’s
people to cultivate Christian culture in every sphere, in service of the reconciliation of all creation to Christ.

DELEGATES
Delegates at this comprehensive training program (19 – 45 yrs) are young professionals, students and emerging
Christian leaders in fields such as politics, medicine, law, pastoral ministry, education, the sciences, business, media and the arts. It is in these areas that culture is dramatically shaped and the struggle for the direction of culture
vividly brought to light.
By providing training in a thoroughly biblical worldview and Christian philosophy of life, the Runner Academy will
help to prepare young Christian cultural leaders in various fields to formulate, articulate and credibly defend a truly
scriptural view of life as the sole source of truth, freedom and cultural beauty, shaping the future to the glory of
God. By building lasting relationships with like-minded people, we believe delegates will become an informal global
network of young cultural reformers.

ACCOMMODATIONS
The Runner Academy takes place at the Ezra Institute’s escarpment farmstead (Centre for Reformational Culture) in Grimsby, Ontario. We are situated on 25 beautiful acres of agricultural and forested land on the Niagara
Peninsula with fabulous views of Lake Ontario and the Toronto skyline. A Canadian natural heritage area and biosphere reserve, the setting is also an opportunity to better understand a biblical theology of creation, experience
a rural farm setting and participate in agricultural and woodland maintenance activities. Our developing organic
farming project focuses on management practices that restore, maintain and enhance ecological harmony and
rest for the land.
The farmstead provides delegates with everything from a stunning 10,000 volume wood-paneled library and inspiring lecture space, to a tennis court, games field, basketball and volleyball courts, billiards and table tennis, cafeteria, concert/dining hall, and media room. Accommodations are shared and there are comfortable rooms of
various capacity ranging from 2-3 individuals per room. Delegates will be assigned to rooms based on gender. We
will do our best to accommodate any specific rooming requests.

CREDIT
All Runner Academy participants will be assigned a reflection project, to be completed within four weeks of the
conclusion of the program. This may take the form of a brief academic essay, a personal reflection (1,200-1,500
words), audio/video testimonial, or other format, subject to the approval of Runner Academy faculty. These projects may be considered for publication by the EICC/Ezra Press.
University or seminary students will have the additional option to apply to their academic institution to receive
course credit towards their degree for participation in the Runner Academy program. An academic writing project
and oral exam will be required for evaluation. The EICC will provide suggested essay topics, reading lists and writing guidelines, as well as a transcript and course description for the student to submit to their registrar. To learn
more about institutions already offering credit for Runner Academy please contact ltamming@ezrainstitute.ca.

TOPICS
The first week is a thorough introduction to a Christian philosophy and cultural theology, with an emphasis on the
relevance and authority of God’s Word, not only for personal and family life but also for public life, law and culture.
The second week surveys where we are in the West – our cultural legacy and inheritance, and illustrates how the
issues introduced in Week 1 are being worked out around us, as well as the role we ourselves have to play as Christian professionals in the development, defense, and promotion of a Christian perspective. The content of lectures
focuses on issues of life, liberty, lordship, sexuality, identity, and the rising religious perspectives in the West, particularly paganism, secularism and Islam.
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SPEAKERS
Runner Academy faculty members are men and women with a reputation for godly service, academic or professional excellence, and insight and experience in the work of cultural reformation. They are pastors and theologians, philosophers, physicians and educators, authors, artists, lawyers, and other front-line ministry leaders.

CORE FACULTY
Rev. Dr. Joseph Boot (M.A., Ph. D.)
Joe is a Christian thinker, cultural apologist and theologian, founder of the Ezra Institute (EICC) and founding pastor of Westminster Chapel in Toronto. Joe previously served as Canadian director of Ravi Zacharias International
Ministries. He has spoken, debated and guest lectured globally and writes on cultural philosophy and theology exploring the biblical worldview as it relates to the Christians mission in the world. His most recent contributions to
scriptural cultural philosophy include, Mission of God, Gospel Culture and Gospel Witness.

Dr. Peter Jones (M.Div., Ph. D.)
Born in Liverpool, Peter Jones moved to America to complete his Masters at Harvard Divinity School, and later his
Ph.D. at Princeton Theological Seminary. In 2003 Peter initiated the cultural and apologetics think-tank
truthXchange in Southern California, to reach college and university students, who often meet the “new spirituality” on their campuses. He is Fellow for New Testament Theology and Christian Worldview with the EICC.

Rev. Dr. Andrew Sandlin (M.A., S.T.D)
Andrew is President of the Center for Cultural Leadership, which he founded in 2001 with the conviction that only
eminently-equipped cultural leaders will actually create a new Christian culture — and that only transformed
Christians can transform the present anti-Christian culture of the West. He earned his doctorate in sacred theology at Edinburg Theological Seminary and is EICC Fellow for Public Theology.

ADJUNCT FACULTY
Dr. Jonathan Burnside (M. Phil., Ph.D.)
Jonathan is Professor of Biblical Law at the Law School, University of Bristol, where he teaches Criminal Law, Jewish Law and Jurisprudence. His book on biblical law, God, Justice and Society (Oxford University Press, 2010) has
been called “a convincing case for the contemporary relevance of the study of biblical law… which deserves to inform and provoke legal, sociological and theological debate.” He holds a M.Phil. in criminology from Cambridge
University and a Ph.D. in Law from the University of Liverpool. He is Fellow for Biblical Law with the EICC.

Tim Dieppe (B.A., M.A.)
Tim is Head of Public Policy at Christian Concern in London, U.K. and EICC Fellow for Public Policy. Tim's special
interest is in Islamic affairs. In his earlier career as a fund manager, Tim was asked, and declined, to run a sharia
fund. This experience led him to become more involved in understanding and responding to the increasing influence of sharia law in the UK. He holds a masters degree in Kingdom Theology from Westminster Theological Centre and a B.A. in Mathematics from Oxford University and is regularly heard on U.K. radio and TV.

Jeff Durbin
Jeff is a Christian apologist and Pastor of Apologia Church in Tempe, Arizona. He worked for many years as a
hospital chaplain. He has participated in discussion, debate and outreach with various different religious groups
across the nation. Jeff was featured on a series for the History Channel called The Stoned Ages about the Christian approach to drugs and alcohol. Jeff hosts the talk show Next Week with Jeff Durbin, is a leader in the pro-life
movement and is heard internationally via podcast at apologiaradio.com.

Dr. Ted Fenske (BSc., MD)
Ted is Clinical Professor with the Division of Cardiology at the University of Alberta, staff cardiologist at the C.K.
Hui Heart Centre, and an executive member of the Christian Medical/Dental Society. Ted endeavors to shine
God’s light in dark places of need and provide compassionate care for his patients, asserting that his faith in
Christ is the focus and foundation of his practice. He regularly speaks and write on the intersection of Christian
faith and medicine and is Fellow for Medicine and Public Christianity at the EICC.

Dr. Colin Harbinson
Colin Harbinson has been involved in many aspects of the arts, Christian higher education, and missions for more
than four decades. Toymaker & Son, one of his award-winning stage productions, has been performed in over
seventy countries. Colin has been a creative consultant to numerous national and international organizations,
including the Disney Institute. Colin is currently the international director of StoneWorks – a global arts initiative
for cultural reformation, and the recovery of the imagination in the life and mission of the church.

Wesley Huff (B.A., MTS)
Wesley is a writer, speaker, and apologist with Ultimate Questions, an initiative of Power to Change, Students. He
earned a Masters from Tyndale University, and is a PhD student in New Testament at the University of Toronto,
focusing on textual criticism.

Andre Schutten (LL.B, LL.M)
André is Director of Law & Policy and General Legal Counsel for ARPA Canada, the Association for Reformed Political Action. He researches and writes on public policy, particularly from a Christian perspective, and conducts
regular analysis on the impact of different government bills and court judgments. He has represented ARPA Canada in various court interventions, having made written arguments before the Supreme Court of Canada three
times and written and oral arguments in three provincial courts of appeal. He was called to the Ontario Bar on
June 21, 2011. Andre is Fellow for Law and Civil Discourse with the EICC.

Dr. Brian Mattson (M.A., PhD.)
Brian is a theologian, writer, speaker, and recording artist. He earned a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology from the
University of Aberdeen (Scotland), and serves as a faculty member for the Alliance Defending Freedom's Blackstone Legal Fellowship. An expert in Dutch Reformed scholar Herman Bavinck, he is senior scholar for Public Theology at CCL.

Prof. Dr. Willem J. Ouweneel (M.A., PhD.)
Willem was one of the founders of the Evangelical College (Evangelische Hogeschool) at Amersfoort, the Netherlands, where he taught until his retirement in 2009. From 1996 until 2001, he taught philosophy, theology, and
psychology at the State-Independent Theological Seminary in Basel, Switzerland. Prior to his work in theology
and philosophy, Willem taught biology and engaged in research on genetics and embryology, and served as chief
editor of the scholarly journal Bible and Science (Bijbel en Wetenschap) until 2001. He is Fellow for Systematic
Theology with the EICC.

Rev. Dr. David Robinson (M.Div., PhD.)
David serves as Senior Pastor at Westminster Chapel, Toronto and is EICC’s Fellow for Patristics and Pastoral
Theology. David earned a Ph.D. in Theology from the University of St. Michael's College at the University of Toronto. His doctoral dissertation translated and analyzed an early Christian commentary on the book of Revelation.
David also serves as the Ontario/Quebec regional president of Evangelical Theological Society (ETS) and as senior fellow for the Centre for Ancient Christian Studies.

Derek B.M. Ross (LL.B., LL.M.)
Derek is the Executive Director & General Counsel for Christian Legal Fellowship. He has acted as lead or cocounsel for public interest interveners in 13 cases involving the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, including 5 before the Supreme Court of Canada. He has appeared before every level of court in Ontario, as well as the Courts
of Appeal in British Columbia and Nova Scotia. He has also appeared before numerous legislative and Parliamentary committees to present submissions on constitutional and legal issues.

Rev. Dr. Michael Thiessen (M.A., D.Min)
With a heart for training and mentoring young adults and pastors and advancing both church and cultural renewal,
Michael Thiessen is Director of Development and Advocacy for the Ezra Institute. Michael did his undergraduate
studies in Pastoral Ministry, earned his Master’s degree with a focus in New Testament and Ethics and holds a
Doctor of Ministry Degree. Michael also serves as Associate Director of Church Planting for the Fellowship of
Evangelical Churches. He has over 20 years of pastoral ministry experience. He formerly served as Senior Pastor
of Grace Baptist Church in Alliston where he continues to minister as a Teaching Pastor.

FAQ
Will you be able to accommodate any dietary requirements? (i.e. vegetarian, gluten free, etc.)
Yes. Please contact ltamming@ezrainstitute.ca with any dietary requirements.
Are laundry services available onsite?
We will be able to accommodate one load of laundry per student for a small fee during the program.
Are accommodations shared or do I get my own room?
Accommodations are shared and allow for 2-4 individuals per room. You will be placed according to gender. Please contact ltamming@ezrainstitute.ca if you have any concerns or would like to request a roommate.
Is transportation provided to/from the airport?
For assistance with travel arrangements from the airport, contact ltamming@ezrainstitute.ca.
Will there be any free time to explore the surrounding area?
Yes! There will be free time each day to spend time resting, hiking, farming, or participating in sports. In between weeks there will be a day off on the Saturday, with optional excursions planned in the Niagara region
and a Sunday trip to Toronto.
Can my spouse join me for this program?
Your spouse is allowed to join, however you must both apply and meet the requirements of the program
and be accepted applicants. There is a limited number of private rooms available for married couples.
Please contact ltamming@ezrainstiute.ca with any questions or concerns.

APPLICATION
Convinced that you need to make the Runner Academy an important part of your development? You can find
the application form by following this link: https://www.ezrainstitute.ca/eicc-study-centre/runner-academy.

